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Learn the facts about the PATH bicycle/pedestrian trail.

Visit the CHCA website www.clairmontheights.org/PATH which is updated regularly.
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Tom Kovarik
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Tom kovarik@yahoo.com

Don’t forget:

CHCA Annual Meeting
May 15" 7:00 PM

Location: North Decatur Presbyterian Church
611 Medlock Road at Scott Blvd. & North Decatur Road

The purpose of our
Association is to preserve
the residential character
of the Neighborhood and
to foster an increased
sense of community
among lts residents.

If you are a resident of CHCA, sign in with proof of address, get a card and
you can vote for the upcoming year’s CHCA board members. Sign up to be
a member — it’s just $10/household.

Agenda items/information tables:

«  Bike Pedestrian Trail/Path

«  Neighborhood Signs

« Traffic Control

+ Development of N. Dekalb Mall, Old Cub Foods site, Suburban Plaza.
Executive Park

+  Medlock Park

« CEO, Commissioners Candidates Fair

+  CHCA Website

- Plantings along Desmond, N. Superior, Mason Mill and Medlock Parks

« Sidewalk update

+  Newsletter

«  Nightclub ordinance

And more...

We need volunteers. The CHCA board meets monthly, attends meetings and
committees, plants tress and flowers, manages the website and listserv, responds to
emails and phone calls, oversees county projects, floodplain, sidewalks, traffic and
more. Members of the CHCA board all work and have families and volunteer our

time that we don’t have. We need help from you. Instead of suggesting, volunteer.
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Current Development Projects

¢ North DeKalb Mall - Charlie Hendon, owner of North
DeKalb Mall, has called for a meeting with all interested
neighborhood residents, tentatively set for Tuesday, May
13. This latest plan does include the Costco and does not
involve the floodplain. Beyond that, not much detail has
been forthcoming. A small group of representatives from
surrounding neighborhoods will be meeting with Mr.
Hendon next week to give everybody a heads up on what
will be presented at the larger public meeting. Please
stay tuned for a final date/time/location on the large,
public meeting.

* Suburban Plaza - Since our meeting with Selig last year,
we’ve not heard much about further progress on plans
for redeveloping Suburban Plaza. The last concept we
heard being discussed involved putting 4~5 story
condos(possibly with retail underneath) along the back
property line(all existing structures to be removed), with
more retail/office further out towards N. Decatur with
some greenspace in the middle. Most, if not all tenants
are on month-to-month leases, with no word as to which
ones would be offered space in the new configuration.

* Lou Sobh Ford - An article in the Atlanta Business
Chronicle (http://tinyurl.com/4y2uet) states that the
Lou Sobh Ford property has been sold to a developer
based in Roswell to be developed as a 300,000 sq. ft.
shopping center. By comparison, North Dekalb Mall is
628,029 sq. ft. No contact with neighborhoods has
occurred.

* Cub Foods - The majority of the property downhill from
the Home Depot has been bought by a pharmacist from
New Jersey who moved down here last year to be near
his wife’s family. He has two main redevelopment
projects -

1) Tear down the part of the strip mall parallel to L’ville
Hwy and rebuild it with the existing restaurant at the
end it is currently at, but with a “banquet facility”
taking up the rest of that part of the mall, down to the
nail salon near the interior corner. This “banquet
facility” would have one main hall that could be
separated into smaller rooms and also a few smaller
meeting rooms upstairs. The projected clients would
be weddings and professional conferences.

2) Build a stand-alone hotel in the corner where the car
“Quick Lube” business is located. This would be a
Hilton/Marriott/Ramada level hotel aimed at
business travelers. The structure is planned for 7
stories with a helipad on the roof.

The “banquet facility” does not require any special
rezoning or permits to proceed and demolition is

expected to start shortly. The hotel as planned will
require a Special Land Use Permit(SLUP) for 7 stories(5
are permitted) and for the helipad. The Valley Brook
resident’s association that backs up to the project site is
very opposed to both the extra height and the helipad.
CHCA will stay in the loop and offer support as
requested, but is not leading the meetings.

¢ Executive Park - A public meeting was scheduled for
April 29™, after this newsletter went to press.

Good Bye and Good Luck

It’s time to leave my position as CHCA President and pass
on the responsibilities to some other poor, I mean lucky,
soul. Four years as president has taught me many things. 1
am thankful for neighbors who plant gardens in their front
yards so I can appreciate them when I walk my dogs, clean
up after their dogs, plant trees, clean up trash, sit on their
front porch and call out to passersby, have neighborhood
parties, volunteer for civic projects, walk on the new
sidewalk on Desmond, scooter, bike or walk to work.
We’ve got a great neighborhood.

Most of all I’'m thankful for my board members Tim
Bryson, Catherine Larson, Charlie Bleau, Jim Smith, Jeff
Mercante, John Maynard and Diane Buch. They are a
dedicated hard working bunch and I rely on them daily for
information and suggestions and they always come through.
If I have one wish for the next president of CHCA it is that
his/her board is as outstanding as mine has been.

What is it like to be president of CHCA? Well, you get to
hear a lot of comments, complaints and opinions from your
neighbors. Some are good, some are helpful and some are
ridiculous, but all are taken to the monthly board meetings
and discussed. There is usually controversy involved,
because most people don’t get involved in their civic
associations unless there is a problem. I’ve received the
most comments and email about two things: the
bike/pedestrian trail and development.

The bicycle/pedestrian trail through Medlock/Mason Mill
parks has held the most controversy this past year. While
the Three Forks Alliance claims to represent what the
neighborhood wants, they really only represent a very small
number of CHCA residents, some of which live in Heritage
Heights and on Willivee Place. I’ve make a point of asking
every neighbor I run into throughout our neighborhood what
they think of the trail and the majority think it will be a
great asset to the neighborhood, and I agree. The trail will
connect Medlock and Mason Mill Parks, the newly
expanded library, and eventually the Nature Preserve, the
Horse Farm, Emory, Sage Hill Shopping Center and
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beyond. It is unfortunate that the Three Forks Alliance
has spread so much misinformation, but the CHCA has
countered that, thanks to Tim Bryson, with an incredibly
informative website. Everything you want to know about
the trail is posted there, and it’s all factual. CHCA board
members do more than give TV and newspaper interviews.
They have gone into the park to take out native plants in
the path of the trail to be replanted when it is finished. The
CHCA board members regularly walk the trail to be sure
things are progressing according to plan and attend PATH
oversight committee meetings. While the construction is
messy, the end result will be a valuable asset to our
neighborhood. Medlock and Mason Mill parks are public
greenspace areas belonging to everyone, including seniors,
families, children, bicyclists, walkers and joggers.

The CHCA board also keeps an eye on development
around us. Our board members attend as many meetings
as humanly possible, sometimes on very short notice.
We’re members of all kinds of zoning, development,
floodplain and oversight committees. Our commissioners
Rader and Gannon know where Clairmont Heights is. Just
a couple of years ago Druid Hills was the only civic
association consulted in this area. Now CHCA is too,
thanks to our board members. Because of that, we have a
say in what happens around us.

We’re also actively involved in committees at Emory,
because what happens at Emory affects us in every way —
our quality of living, traffic, development and housing
prices.

When you vote for your CHCA board members on May
15, think about all that they do, and vote for members that
will continue to represent the entire neighborhood on a
variety of issues, not just their own self interest. Thank
them for giving their time. They all have jobs and families
to juggle along with their board responsibilities.

Good luck in the coming year. Ilook forward to not being
CHCA president, and to meeting you while out gardening,
walking, jogging, bicycling and having fun.

COME TO THE ANNUAL MEETING MAY 15, 7PM
AT N. DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

VOTE FOR YOUR NEW CHCA BOARD MEMBERS.

Candidates Fair

Thursday, June 5%, 2008 7-9 PM

Greek Orthodox Church/ Hellenic Community
Center

2500 Clairmont Road NE, Atlanta

Dekalb County’s Civic Association Network(CAN) is
sponsoring this event so that citizens can meet the
candidates, talk with them one-on-one, hear their vision for
Dekalb County, and learn about their experience. This is all
to better prepare and educate you, the voter, for the
upcoming elections.

The Primary election is July 15, with early voting held July 7-
12", Voter registration deadline for the Primary is June 16,
Candidates for the following offices have been invited:

DEKALB COUNTY:

Board of Commissioners, Districts 1&6
Board of Education, Districts 2,4, & 8
Sheriff

Tax Commissioner

GEORGIA:

House, Districts 57, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, & 85
Senate, Districts 40, 41, & 42

Public Service Commission- 2 Seats

FEDERAL/CONGRESS:
Senate- 1 Seat
Representative, Congressional Districts 4&5

COURT SYSTEM:
9 Different Seats

More information: www.dekalbpolitics.org or
CAN @northbriarcliff.org

Citizens will be able to meet the candidates and ask
questions. For residents of Dekalb County this is a great
opportunity to get involved and to hear the candidates’
positions on various issues. Citizens can also provide
information to the candidates about the concerns of Dekalb
residents, and the issues in the communities they hope to
represent. Depending on the number of candidates
qualifying, there could be as many as 100 candidates
attending the event. This Fair is a good way for citizens to
participate in the elective process. A person can stay the full
two hours or come for just 10 minutes. Neighbors can talk
to all candidates or just those in whom they have an interest.
They don’t have to wait through presentations on issues that
don’t affect them.



CHCA Newsletter - Summer 2008 8

HAMMERSMITH

DESIGN & RENOVATION

404.377.1021

www.HammerSmith.net

Celebrating 18 years of Residential
Design & Renovation

Clairmont Heights Civic Association

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The Clairmont Heights Civic Association invites all members of our

Neighborhood to become members. Get Informed & Involved!
Membership runs annually. Dues are $10.00. Make checks payable to Clairmont Heights Civic Association.

Name:

Street Address: Zip:

Phone: e-mail:

Please send this application form and check to

Catherine Larson: 855 N. Superior Ave. Decatur, GA 30033



