











CHCA Newsletter — Spring 2009

Thanks to Stephanie Gerwitz and the students of
Congregation Bet Haverim for picking Medlock Park
as the site for their special project. Also, thank you to
ALL of our neighbors who keep an eye on the Park
and South Peachtree Creek.

Mason Mill Park Master Plan

By Tim Bryson

DeKalb county is updating the 1988 master plan for
Mason Mill Park. The update also includes the Ira
Melton Park but not Medlock Park. The county asked
for community input over three meetings in
September, October, and January at the Senior
Center in Mason Mill Park. The county reported there
is about two million dollars available from the 2006
parks bond for implementing the plan. The county
contracted with a company called MACTEC to develop
the master plan. After evaluating community input, the
master planners conducted their own field studies,
balanced the various interests, and made a list of
recommendations. About fifty to one hundred people
attended each meeting. Among the officials attending
were project manager John Anderson from the Parks
and Recreation division, county district commissioner
Jeff Rader and deputy Parks director Marvin Billups.

The planners reported that Mason Mill Park is about
130 acres, of which 50% is floodplain, 25% or 32
acres is wetland, 30% or 48 acres is woodland. The
Senior center and tennis center areas cover about 27
acres. The following summary of comments is offered
by CHCA members who attended. The official Parks
summary and maps are available on the county
website:
http://www.co.dekalb.ga.us/parks/mason_mill.htm

The final plan proposal divides the park areas into
"districts", i.e., two natural woodland districts (Burnt
Fork Creek district north of the CSX railroad tracks

and the South Peachtree Creek District south of the
tracks), the former City of Decatur Water Works ruins,
Ira Melton Park, and the "Day Use" district comprising
the senior center and tennis center areas.

For the nature districts the plan calls for nature trails,
continuation of the South Peachtree Creek Trail from
its current endpoint at the Burnt Fork Creek bridge to
McConnell Drive via a bridge over the CSX tracks, and
relocation of the dog park to the bottom of McConnell
Drive. At the Water Works area, the recommendation
is to add walking trails, mitigate stormwater runoff, and
set up interpretive signage. Melton Park would have
its loop trail formalized, a "play area" cleared in the
middle, and a pedestrian bridge installed across the
creek to the Water Works district. The Day Use
district would see less asphalt and more greenspace
with a loop road cutting behind the senior center; the
dog park would be converted to a drainage pond with
natural vegetation; the tennis center would get a pro
shop with restrooms; and again extensive stormwater
mitigation would be installed to reduce runoff into the
creeks. More detailed notes from the meetings and
maps are available at the CHCA website in the Our
Parks section at this url:
http://clairmontheights.org/masonmillplan

Plan NOW for the Spring CHCA Neighborhood Yard Sale
Saturday May 9th, 9 AM to 3 PM

The Clairmont Heights Civic Association will sponsor a Yard Sale throughout the entire neighborhood. Every

household, whether a CHCA member or not, can participate.

Send in the application form (on page 6 of this newsletter) to Diane Buch, 759 North Superior Avenue, Decatur, GA,
30033 accompanied by a check for $15. Make it out to CHCA and get it in by Saturday, April 18", Your $15.00 will
pay for an ad in the AJC, signs at the Neighborhood entry streets, copies of maps of the participants and balloons for
your mailbox. For more information contact Diane Buch at 404.633.3258. Attention: If there are no more

than 15 registrants by April 18", the sale will not be held and your check will be returned.



CHCA Yard Sale Sign-Up Form

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE #: E-MAIL:

Return this form with $15 by April 18th to CHCA, 759 North Superior Ave, Decatur, GA, 30033
If we don’t get more than 15 registrants by April 18" the sale will not be held and your check will be returned.

A Note From the Treasurer

Thanks so much to our members who automatically renew each year. This year we really need your support! You
may not be aware of this, but our annual membership fee is one of the lowest of any neighborhood association in our
area. With economic times as difficult as they are, we do not intend to raise our dues this year. However, if you feel
you can afford it, please help by making an additional contribution.

According to our bylaws, two of the main purposes of our association are: “to be a catalyst for discussion of
neighborhood planning issues” and “to serve as an instrument for communicating issues to residents”. In
order to achieve these goals we email an electronic newsletter every Friday. This newsletter summarizes key issues
of concern to our neighborhood and also allows you to link to complete articles for topics that interest you. In addition,
the CHCA website (http://clairmontheights.org) provides a wealth of information for our community. Finally, we try to
send out three printed newsletters a year. These are hand delivered to everyone within the CHCA boundaries.

Every bit of this work is done for free through volunteer efforts. Your annual donation helps to pay for the
website, newsletters and various other expenses. For example, this past year we purchased beautiful entrance signs
for our neighborhood. Unfortunately, one was almost immediately destroyed by a vandal. This year, with your help, we
would like to replace this sign. Please join and help us to continue to expand our efforts to communicate and connect
with everyone in our neighborhood!

Clairmont Heights Civic Association Membership Form

Name(s):

Address:

Phone Number: Email:

KEEP INFORMED!! Please PRINT your email addresses in order to receive weekly Friday news updates from
CHCA.

In addition to my membership dues of $10 (minimum) per household,

| have included a donation of $ to help support CHCA.
Paid for by: Check | am a: New Member
Cash Renewing Member

Please mail to: Catherine Larson 855 North Superior Avenue  Decatur, Ga. 30033



